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Rebecca with Tim Crowther at BBC 
Radio Leeds 

Brenda McKee, BBC Radio Leeds 
Listener, uses toilet rolls to grow 
seeds and cuttings. 

 

 

 

 

 

“I start them from seed in toilet 
roll cores filled with compost. 
When they are of sufficient size, 
I plant them out complete in the 
rolls (which, in time, rot down 
naturally into the soil). The 
other advantage is that you do 
not disturb the root system in 
the way that tends to happen 
when knocking them out of 
plant-pots. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, BBC Radio Leeds Listener, 
gave us this excellent tip:  

 “We re-use 6 pint plastic milk 
containers, I found that if I cut 
between the handle and the 
bottle top, coming round to a 
lower point in the front, they 
make handy carriers for 
taking things to the compost 
heap, watering the garden 
near the water butt etc, just 
general handy carriers really. 

I am a member of a local 
organic gardeners group, 
some of them don't approve 
of plastic in the garden, but I 
reckon it's all around anyway, 
if we can re-use it we should. 
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Other hints and tips that came in from 
BBC Radio Leeds listeners are: 

“Large dustbin lids turned upside down 
with water in them act as bird baths and 
places for the birds to drink.” 

“Toilet roll and other paper in the 
compost bin help make the compost.” 

“Recycle sheep manure and wool fibre, it 
is good for the plants and you are been 
organic.” 

“Use crushed egg shells I the garden and 
that helps get rid of snails.” 

“Recycle cardboard egg boxes. Cut them 
out individually, plant seeds in them and 
in time they will rot away.” 
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Here are some more gardening tips 
for you: 
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